1. Who may be considered eligible to apply for grants for the Socially Disadvantaged Policy Research Center?
   1890 Land-Grant Institutions, as defined in 7 U.S.C., section 7601
2. What groups are defined as socially disadvantaged for the Socially Disadvantaged Policy Research Center?

The term socially disadvantaged has different definitions depending on the authorizing statute. Under Section 2501 of the Food, Agriculture, Conservation and Trade Act of 1990 (FACT Act), also known as the 1990 Farm Bill, P.L. 101-624, a socially disadvantaged group is defined as: A farmer or rancher who is a member of one or more of the following groups whose members have been subjected to racial or ethnic prejudice because of their identity as members of a group without regard to their individual qualities, 7 U.S.C. § 2279(e). Groups include, but are not limited to, African-Americans, American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asians, and Pacific Islanders. The Secretary of Agriculture will determine on a case-by-case basis whether additional groups qualify under this definition, either at the Secretary's initiative or in response to a written request with supporting explanation. 

3. Can an individual apply for a grant for the Socially Disadvantaged Policy Research Center? 
No, Please see Question # 1. 

4. What qualifications/credentials/documentation must eligible entities have to be considered eligible to apply for a grant for the Socially Disadvantaged Policy Research Center? 
Applicants must have the financial, legal, administrative, and operational capacity to carry out the objectives of the grant/Center by having demonstrated experience in agriculture policy.
All eligible institutions must document their experience working with socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers. 

5. What is the review process to be selected for receiving a grant or how are grantees evaluated and how many discretionary points may be given during the review process? 
During the review process, applicants are scored according to the criteria that each organization has accomplished. A maximum of five (5) discretionary points, listed as Secretarial priorities in the Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA), may be awarded to applications for a maximum score of 100 points. Please take a moment to review the FOA regarding the evaluation process as well as the scoring criteria. 

6. When submitting proposals, if an organization indicates that it intends to match the award funding to grantees, does the organization receive extra points on the score sheet for doing so? 
Matching award funding is considering leveraging funds outside of the award and this leveraging qualifies for a maximum of 5 priority points. Matching funds may be required to be used prior to advancements on the grant award.


Grant Application Process Questions:

7. When does the funding opportunity close on the Funding Opportunity Announcement (FAO) OAO-00009? 
Proposals must be received by April 13, 2015, at 5:00 p.m. EST, at www.grants.gov. Proposals received after this deadline will not be considered for funding.

View Full Funding Opportunity Announcement 

8. Can institutions submit more than one proposal for this Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) OAO-0009? 
Institutions may submit only one proposal for the Funding Opportunity Announcement. 

9. When applying for grants, what projected starting date should be used when writing the proposal? 
Applicants should propose project activities to begin on August 1st or shortly thereafter. Work cannot begin on the project prior to a fully executed grant agreement between USDA and the grantee.

Grant Management Questions: 

10. Can projects include spending on infrastructure (i.e. incubators, buildings,etc.)? 
No.
As expressed in the Cost Principles for Educational Institutions (Non-Construction) (2 CFR 200), to be allowable, costs must meet the following general criteria:
Costs must be reasonable:
· Recognized as ordinary and necessary.
· Arms-length transactions.
· Individuals concerned acted with prudence.
· Not deviating from established practices of the institution.
Costs must be allocated to the grant, project, etc., in accordance with benefits received:
· Incurred specifically for the award.
· Benefits both award and other work and can be reasonably distributed in proportion to benefits received.
· Necessary to overall operation – if no direct relationship to award can be shown. 
· Please visit:  http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title02/2cfr200_main_02.tpl for additional information. 

11. Can institutions include overhead/administrative expenses in their grant proposals? 
Yes. OAO will work with all selected applicants to finalize budgets, statements of work, and project timelines prior to award issuance. If you have an approved/established indirect cost rate in place, you will be able to use your established rate.  Otherwise, the rate will be 10% as prescribed in 2 CFR 200.Documentary evidence of an approved indirect cost rate must be submitted with your application if you are requesting a rate in excess of 10 percent.


12. What is the limit on the number of sub awards that may be used to fund partnerships and what is the limit on the number of additional contracts for service? 
No more than three subcontracts may be awarded for consultants or procured services. However, sub awards (i.e. sub grants) are not subject to the same limitation. In either case, applicants should be advised that OAO will negotiate final statements of work, timelines, and budgets prior to award issuance.

13. As grantees, can institutions use grant monies to reach out across state lines for interstate/regional assessment purposes or activities? 
Yes; assessments and activities benefitting socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers that cross state lines are permissible. 

14. Is it true that awards must be fully executed by September 30, 2015? 
Yes. 

15. What indirect cost limitations associated with this grants, if any? 
If you have an approved/established rate in place, you will be permitted to use your established rate.  Otherwise, the rate will be 10% as prescribed in 2 CFR 200.

16. How are applicants notified if they have been awarded a 2501 grant? 
Grantees that have been selected to receive an award are notified via phone and email.

17. When is funding disbursed after grants have been awarded? 
Grant disbursements will be managed according to your statement of work. Work can begin immediately after the grant agreement has been executed by USDA and awardees.

18. Can grant funds be used for construction costs? 
No. Grant funds are to be used for non-construction costs. 

19. In utilizing grant funds, is budgeting for travel allowable? 
Yes, travel is allowable and is part of the Budget Narrative in proposals. The per diem rate should follow the rates listed in gsa.gov. Also, the grantee(s) may use grant funds to travel to annual meetings hosted by OAO; generally two (2) days travel is authorized for key personnel managing the grant.



20. If grantees are conducting service-related activities, can they charge participants to attend training? 
Participants are generally not charged to attend training. However, if charges are imposed, program income remains a part of the grant and must be accounted for on your monthly cash transaction reports and is approved in your statement of work. 


21. Are salaries of employees an approved cost in budgeting for proposals?
Yes, salaries are approved costs, but keep in mind, they cannot exceed fifty percent of the award amount and that includes fringe benefits. In addition, if the employee(s) work on more than one project, the salary must be allocated appropriately.

Administrative Questions for Proposal Submissions:

22. Concerning attachment requirements in proposals, is the timeline for tasks included in the 15 page limit and should it be included with the Summary attachment? 
The timeline is not included in the 15-page limit. You can include the timeline with the Summary Attachment.

23. The Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) mentions numbers of pages for attachments in Proposal Package Submissions. Is the budget narrative counted towards the 15 double spaced pages? 
The Project Summary and Budget Narrative are two separate attachments. The FOA states:
Attachment 1 is the Project Summary/Narrative which is double-spaced, 12-point font and 15 pages or less. 
Attachment 2, is the Budget Narrative which should not exceed 2 pages. The budget can be in the form of a table and does not count towards the 2-page limit for the budget narrative.

24. Can budget tables and charts in proposals be single spaced and are tables and charts part of the two page limit for the Budget Narrative? 
Yes, tables and charts may be single spaced. Tables and charts are not a part of the two page limit; tables and charts may be submitted in addition to the two page Budget Narrative. 

25. Where can pdf templates be found for completing the Project Summary and Budget Narrative attachments required for proposals? 
There are no templates for the Project Summary, Project Narrative or Budget Narratives. These are word documents to be created and submitted by the applicant.

26. Is there a page limit for appendices which is Attachment 3?
There is no page limit on the number of supporting documents that institutions may submit.

27. What types of supporting documents should be submitted in Attachment 3?
Appendices in Attachment 3 could be any supporting documentation required. If applicable, including support letters, certifications, etc. 


28. It is difficult to start up this Center when grants are possibly only for one year in duration. Will future grants be for one year?
OAO may exercise the option to extend the awardees’ funding for the Center through fiscal year 2018 noncompetively. We encourage you to submit a four-year statement of planned work.

[bookmark: _GoBack]29. In proposal submissions, should institutions submit names of key personnel?
Providing the correct names and contact information of key personnel is important on both the application and on the required Key Contact Sheet.  These are the forms OAO uses to notify applicants of selection or non-selection and for all future correspondence.

General Questions:

30. Does USDA or each state/county have data on current populations of socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers presently living/working each state?
Please visit our Outreach Directory for a list of past and present grantees currently working with USDA and socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers.

31. Since the Socially Disadvantaged Policy Research Center is specifically for 1890 Institutions, where can individuals turn when seeking resources and information on USDA Outreach programs? 
Please visit the USDA Outreach website to view resources and information on available funding: 
http://www.outreach.usda.gov/financialresources/individuals.htm 
Additionally, you may want to take a look at the Outreach Directory. This is a listing of past and current recipients of the 2501 Program who have been tasked with providing outreach and assistance to socially disadvantaged or veteran farmers and ranchers: 
http://www.outreach.usda.gov/sdfr/directory.htm  or  http://www.outreach.usda.gov/veterans.htm

New Farmers and Ranchers can visit: 
http://www.usda.gov/newfarmers
http://www.start2farm.gov/ 



Questions or Issues Concerning Technical Difficulties:

32. For institutions experiencing difficulties uploading grant applications, please visit: www.grants.gov.
OAO understands that the process can, at times, be frustrating and works closely with grants.gov to resolve issues as they occur. However, only www.grants.gov can assist you with technical issues regarding that website.
The Full Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) OAO-00009 has been posted to www.grants.gov. 
View Full Funding Opportunity Announcement with attachments 

33. There are no instructions to download as the instructions are included in the Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA). 
Please visit: www.grants.gov and click the full application package link in the announcement. All attachments can be downloaded under Item 15 of the application (SF-424).

34. Institutions that continue to experience difficulty can call OAO at (202) 720-6350 or send an email to: oasdvfr2015@osec.usda.gov 
Helpful Points:
In preparation for the funding opportunity, we strongly suggest that you visit the following websites for webinars and workshops you may find helpful through USDA:
· National Institute of Food and Agriculture grant writing webinar at:  http://www.nifa.usda.gov/nea/ag_systems/res/smallfarms_usda_grants.html.  
· OAO’s grant writing workshop at:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BlXyutth2xo. 

Applicant institutions should provide distinguishing information specific to their proposed project in block 15 of the application.  The information you provide is used in many different matrices.       
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